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roid stimulating hormone in patients with Graves' disease is postulated
by Purves and Adams. A similar lack of dependence on TSH is de-
scribed by I. Doniach during rapid growth of the infantile thyroid and
the compensatory hypertrophy of thyroid remnants after thyroidectomy.
Interrelations of TSH and ACTH are correlated by Brown-Grant. His
observations include the effects on thyroid activity of cold temperatures
and emotional stimuli in animals with or without pituitary stalk section.
Exogenous causes of goitre are described not only in Selwyn Taylor's
paper on "Genesis of the Thyroid Nodule" and iodine lack, but also in
Clements' article "Naturally Occurring Goitrogens." Writing from the
Institute of Child Health in Sydney, Clements gives on the spot informa-
tion about goitrogens in milk, pasture, and crops of Australia.
Investigators who enjoy Dr. Pitt-Rivers' publications might consider
her article on "Biosynthesis of Thyroid Hormones" as an appetizer rather
than a piece de resistance. Data in four pages on "Transport of Thyroid
Hormones" have condensed much pertinent information. Nevertheless no
four pages could compete with the comprehensive articles on thyroxine-
binding-proteins published during the last year by Ingbar, Robbins, and
Rall.
Two independent papers attract serious attention: Golden's summary
of various diagnostic tests with radioactive iodine might well be required
reading for clinicians who rely on Il3l without choice of the precise test
appropriate to the diagnostic problem. That I182 is a safer medium than
Il3' is clearly and definitely stated. In five pages Dr. Roitt and Dr.
Deborah Doniach discuss thyroid auto-immuniity tests with pertinent refer-
ences to an extensive bibliography. Hashimoto's disease has been diag-
nostically differentiated from thyroid carcinoma by measurement of thy-
roid auto-antibody titres. Patients with exophthalmos had high titres in
their sera.
As a source book this issue of the British Medical Bulletin, with inclu-
sion of extensive bibliographies, is an invaluable reference book on interre-
lating functions of the thyroid with physiological processes and with activ-
ity of other target organs under control of the anterior pituitary.
.9 EVELYN B. MAN
LIPIDE METABOLISM. Konrad Block, ed. John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,
New York, 1960. 411 pages. $10.50.
This excellent book reviews developments in the field of lipide metabolism
focusing on those occurring between 1955 and 1959 or early 1960. Older
work is cited where it contributes to the historical development of each
subject. The book does not pretend to be comprehensive, but all major
recent developments are thoroughly, lucidly, and briefly covered. Careful
reference to other reviews is given for the older literature or for subjects
not covered in detail in the present treatise.
The book is divided into eight chapters, each written by experts in the
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topics under discussion. The scope of the book is indicated by the titles
of the chapters: Enzymatic mechanisms of fatty acid oxidation and syn-
thesis; The metabolism of the unsaturated fatty acids; The metabolism and
function of phosphatides; Metabolism of glycerides; Lipolytic enzymes;
Hormonal regulation of fatty acid metabolism; Formation and metabolism
of bile acids; Chemistry and metabolism of bacterial lipides. Each chapter
is concluded by a long list of references.
The orientation of the book is physiological and biochemical rather than
clinical although reference is made to disease, human or animal, where it
is pertinent. Each author has not merely catalogued information but has
attempted to assemble a huge body of diversified data into the hypothesis
most consistent with the known facts at the time of publication.
This book will be most helpful to everyone working in the field of lipid
metabolism.
MARGARET J. ALBRINK
PRACTICAL CLINICAL MANAGEMENT OF ELECTROLYTE DISORDERS. By Wil-
liam J. Grace. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1960. 132 pp.
$4.95.
This small volume is intended, as the title indicates, to give attention to
problems of electrolyte derangement from the clinician's point of view.
It is a brief guide to many of the important chemical imbalances resulting
from organic dysfunctions, such as cardiac failure, renal failure and dia-
betic acidosis. However, the book does not have the format of a handbook
of therapy. It presents illustrative case histories, including the therapy
actually administered, and discusses each group of cases briefly, indicat-
ing the theoretical basis, and in some instances the weaknesses, of the
treatment. There is then a capsule discussion of the treatment the author
advocates, often (properly) dogmatic as in the discussion of control of
diabetic acidosis. Throughout, the style is fluent and the exposition clear;
in all, the book is a painless rendering of the subject for someone who has
gone through the more physiologically-oriented larger texts. One wonders,
in this regard, whether this book really fills any great gap in a field with
so many commendable works in it. Although clinical problems are not
given central consideration in these larger works, they are, nevertheless,
competently presented and discussed in most of them. Judging this book
on its merits alone, it is certainly a quick, accurate survey of the clinical
side of electrolyte problems. There are one or two disturbing points, such
as the placing of calcium and digitalis in the denominator of a ratio of
cardiac irritability, despite an accurate accompanying discussion of their
effects, (a typographical error?) and calling generalized amino-aciduria
"cystinuria" rather than "cystinosis," but there are no glaring errors or
gross oversimplifications, the latter particularly admirable in a brief work.
This book, then, is a fine work for second year medical students eager for
a clinical approach to the subject, and for junior house officers several
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